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Abstract: In the context of increasing constraints on global fisheries resources and China’s “total amount
control and structural optimization” policy for distant-water fishery, exploring pathways for the high-
quality development of the coastal distant-water fishing (DWF) industry is of great practical significance.
Based on the industrial value chain theory, this paper examines the current development status, key
constraints and potential advantages of the DWF industry in Guangdong Province, and focuses on discussing
its transformation pathways. The study indicates that the development level of Guangdong Province’s

DWEF industry is inconsistent with its status as a major marine province. Restricted by national quota limits,
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shortcomings in technical equipment, and high operating costs, the existing industrial chain system

presents a structural mismatch with the development of distant-water fishing. The key to overcoming the

development constraints facing Guangdong’s DWF industry lies in shifting from “scale competition” to “value

enhancement.” By leveraging the resource endowments of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay

Area, Guangdong can strengthen regional collaboration, enhance the overall competitiveness of its fishing

fleet, adopt high-end and differentiated product strategies, promote industrial restructuring and value

chain upgrading, and accelerate the development of full industrial chain clusters, thereby facilitating the

industry’s transformation toward development driven by quality and efficiency.

Keywords: Guangdong Province; Distant-water fishing ( DWF ) ; Full industrial chain; Industrial structure

optimization
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Fig.1 Production and output value of distant-water fisheries

in various regions of China, 2024
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