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Abstract: The objectives and evaluation indexes of improving water quality in Water Pollution
Control Action Plan and National Plan for Water Pollution Prevention and Control in Coastal Ar-
eas of China are based on environmental quality standards for surface water (GB 3838—2002) and
sea water quality standard (GB 3097—1997). The two standards are important links in China’s
water environment protection management,and they play an important role in the prevention and
control of water pollution.In this paper, the existing problems of current water environmental
quality standards in China were systematically analyzed,and results indicated that some problems
between the two standards cannot be ignored,such as the syntaxis of water quality classification

and water quality index setting between the two standards, the difference of analytical methods
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and standard limits of some water quality index between the two standards. Based on these

results,it was suggested that the study of water quality standards should be strengthened,and the

revision of water quality standards should be started as soon as possible.In order to solve the eu-

trophication problem.,nitrogen and phosphorus indexes needed to be set up scientifically. The con-

trol of toxic and harmful pollutants should be strengthened.The scope of estuarine area and for-

mulate exclusive water quality standards for estuaries should be scientifically defined. The purpose

of this work was to provide references for the revision of water quality standard system in China,

and make it better serve for China’s water environment protection and water pollution prevention

and control from land to sea.

Key words: Environmental quality standards for surface water, Sea water quality standard,

Standard syntaxes,Standard revision, Water environment protection
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