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Abstract; Marine renewable energy project could not only create tremendous environmental bene-
fits as a kind of clean energy.but also bring in considerable ecotourism benefits by carrying out
the traveling activities. This paper took the 40 MW tidal power plant planned to be built in Rush-
an,one of the first raft of projects supported by the special state fund for marine renewable ener-
gy.as an example,and used the contingent valuation method to assess the potential ecotourism
benefit of tidal power plant. Data analysis has shown that the willingness to pay for travelling to
Rushan tidal power plant is RMB 33. 99 per people,the total ecotourism benefit during the operation
will be RMB 16. 64 billion after completion,and annual ecotourism benefit is 520 million yuan/a. The re-
sults could provide proofs for judging validity of marine renewable energy project investment, and also
give some suggestions and reference for the local tourism planning and development.
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