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Strategies for Constructing the Leading Maritime Cities of the World

Based on International Experience in China

CHEN lJieyi, XU Shiyuan

( School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Ocean University, Zhoushan 316022, China )

Abstract: The Leading Maritime Cities of the World (LMCW ) play a pivotal role in the advancement of the global
ocean economy and serve as key drivers of regional development with a maritime focus. Consequently, coastal cities
in China are actively pursuing the status of maritime cities to contribute to the establishment of a maritime power. This
article clarifies the conceptual framework of LMCW, establishes a comprehensive set of evaluation metrics, and
conducts an in-depth examination of the current status, opportunities, and challenges faced by Shanghai, Shenzhen,
Qingdao, and other key cities. Furthermore, it synthesizes successful international experiences and insights from the
development of the leading maritime cities of the world and outlines strategic recommendations for enhancing China’s
leading maritime cities construction: first, reinforcing integrated development among ports, industries, and urban
areas; second, establishing an ocean talent center; third, creating a highland for marine science and technology

innovation; fourth, expanding regional influence; fifth, enhancing comprehensive urban governance effectiveness;
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and sixth, deepening new patterns of opening-up and international cooperation.

Keywords: The Leading Maritime Cities of the World, International experience, Port-industry-city integration,

Talent, Innovation, Regional radiation, Urban governance
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