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Abstract: In order to promote China’s in-depth participation in Antarctic affairs and implement the
goal of Maritime Power Strategy,the paper summarized the legal disputes in the negotiation and

system construction of the 2 existing Antarctic Marine Protected Areas(MPA) ,and analyzed the
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legal dilemmas and influencing factors among the establishment of the Antarctic MPA,and pro-
posed breakthrough paths and countermeasures and suggestions for China's participation in the
establishment of Antarctic MPA. The research results showed that the lack of legal basis,
scientific evidence,specific rules and regulations,and an authoritative interpretation of Article 2 of
the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources(CCAMLR) were the
main legal dilemmas faced by the establishment of Antarctic MPA.The key factors leading to the
above dilemma involved political stances, economic interests, international law theories, and the
practice of global high-seas MPA.Therefore, further deepening the coordination and application of
the BBNJ international agreement and the Antarctic governance mechanism and comprehensively
promoting the implementation and validity of the Antarctic MPA conservation measures were the
core strategies to break through the dilemma.At the same time,as a negotiating country for the
Antarctic Treaty,China should actively promote domestic Antarctic legislation, strengthen scien-
tific research in the Antarctic marine ecological environment,encourage domestic non-governmen-
tal organizations to join the international agenda for the establishment of Antarctic MPA,actively
participate in discussions and make clear expressions positions and propositions, further integrate
into the non-governmental alliance of Antarctic governance,enhance China’s international voice in
the establishment of Antarctic MPA,and better uphold national rights and interests.

Keywords: Antarctic marine protected areas, Legal dilemma, Global ocean management, Antarctic

affairs, Living marine resources
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