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Future Prospects of Marine Gas Hydrate : Insights from Economic Potential
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Abstract: The exploitation and utilization of gas hydrate is of great significance to the national en-
ergy security and environmental protection. However,as a new type of deep-sea energy,marine gas
hydrate has not yet been commercialized.In addition to technical problems and the possible signif-
icance of hydrate to ocean and its impact on climate and seafloor stability,the cost is another key
factor that restricts the commercialized production.In this paper,the economic potential of the gas
hydrate was analyzed.The results showed the investment and cost of gas hydrate is more than the
traditional oil and gas resources.Conventional gas will become scarce, resulting increasing prices
for conventional gas. At the same time,it can be expected that the production cost of gas from hy-
drate will gradually decrease due to technological development. When the price of the cheapest gas

from hydrate matches that of conventional gas,it will be commercially worthwhile to begin pro-
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ducing methane from gas hydrate.
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